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SUBJ: ENERGY: FAVORABLE REACTION OF GABON TO PRESIDENT 
NIXON'S LETTER 

DEPT PASS T/IEP 

REFC STATE 009353 

1. PRESIDENT BONGO RETURNED LIBREVILLE FROM HIS TWO WEEK ARAB 
TRIP EVENING JANUARY 15. HE GAVE NO PRESS CONFERENCE AT 
AIRPORT. 

2. 1 HAD ASKED TO SEE HIM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND HE 
RECEIVED ME AFTERNOON JANUARY 16. 1 GAVE HIM PRESIDENT 
NIXON'S LETTER WITH TRANSLTION (FROM WIRELESS FILE). HE 
READ TRANSLATION VERY CAREFULLY, THOUGHT FOR A MOMENT. AND 
THEN SAID TO ME: "PLEASE SEND MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT NIXON 
THANKING HIM FOR HIS COURTESY IN SENDING ME THIS LETTER AND 
INFORMING ME OF HIS PLANNED MEETING OF OIL CONSUMER NATIONS. 

TELL HIM I CONSIDER THIS MOVE PERFECTLY NORMAL AND 
A NATURAL PRELUDE TO A LATER MEETING BETWEEN MAJOR OIL PRODUCING 
AND CONSUMING COUNTRIES. AS A MEMBER OF OPEC I WOULD BE 
BOUND BY THEIR DECISIONS, BUT I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT 
GABON WISHES TO MAINTAIN CLOSEST AND FRIENDLIEST RELATIONS 
WITH U.S." 
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3. 1 TOOK OCCASION TO GIVE BONGO THE RECENTLY RECEIVED 

COLORED AUTOGRAPHED PICTURE OF PRESIDENTS NIXON AND BONGO TAKEN 

DURING LATTER'S TRIP TO U.S. IN AUGUST. HE SEEMED VERY PLEASED. 

WE DISCUSSED SEVERAL OTHER SUBJECTS (REPORTED SEPTELS) 

AND WHEN I ASKED ABOUT HIS TRIP HE TOLD ME TO MAKE AN 
APPOINTMENT WITH HIM NEXT WEEK AND HE WOULD GIVE ME 
HIS IMPRESSIONS OF THE ARABS. 

MCKESSON 
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